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The Parish office will not be staffed until further notice. The best way to contact us is by email.
Fr Anthony is available in case of an emergency or a pressing enquiry on 020 8546 4633. For non-urgent enquiries please email kingston@rcaos.org.uk

FEAST DAYS, MEMORIALS AND MASSES
SUNDAY 3R° MAY 2020
FORTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A)
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sunday 31 World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Wellbeing of Liam Calapini & Family
Eugene Sutee RIP
Thanksgiving to all the Priests, NHS Staff, Key
Workers, Refuse Collectors, neighbours shopping
for us, in our community, helping us daily.
People of the Parish

Monday 4th The English Martyrs, Feast
People of the Parish

Tuesday 5th
People of the Parish

Wednesday 6t
People of the Parish

Thursday 7th
People of the Parish

Friday 8th
People of the Parish

Saturday 9t
People of the Parish

Sunday 10th Fifth Sunday of Easter

Marie-Ann Xiberras RIP

Kenneth Lambaton RIP

Barrie Pride RIP

Pupils, Teachers & Staff of St Agatha’s School
People of the Parish

St Agatha’s Catholic Church and the Parish Office are Closed. Masses
will continue to be celebrated each day WITHOUT A PUBLIC
CONGREGATION, so you will still be able to book Mass Intentions.
Please post any Mass Intention envelopes through the presbytery
door, or email via the parish email address kingston@rcaos.org.uk
Mass on Sunday will be celebrated at 12 noon.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND
Please pray for the sick and housebound of our Parish: Christina
Ward, Clare Horgan, John Sewter, Keith Fraser, Trish Taylor, Ryan
Morrison, Philip Cockle and Melba De Silva. Please let the Parish
Office know in writing if either you or your rélatives want to be
mentioned on our sick list.
ANNIVERSARIES
Edward Statham Rimmer, Bridget Hickey, Teresa (Tess) White
Anne Rogerson, George Frederick Worley, Alice Power, Denis
McCartie, Isabel Sherlock, Charles Leite, Roland Tierney, Mary
Bowen, Jeremiah Murphy, Nora Thorpe Capt Eugene William
De’Kerckhove, Patrick McNally, Patricia Fenton, Marie Rogers, Ivy
Walsh, James Young, Geoffrey Allen, Mary Finley, Mary Postins,
Oscar George Friend, Mary Jordan, John O'leary, Emily Jones,
Margaret Little, Brian McCarthy, Mrs. Mcquillan, Mary Sinteff.
++ May they rest in Peace +++

LET US REMEMBER ALL WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY
Let us remember those who have died, those whose anniversaries
occur about this time and their families, with love and affection
during this time of grief. May the Lord grant eternal rest to all
who have died.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE...

Our Masses will continue to be celebrated each day WITHOUT
A PUBLIC CONGREGATION, so you will still be able to book
Mass Intentions. Please post any Mass Intention envelopes
through the presbytery door, or email via the parish email
address kingston@rcaos.org.uk. Mass on Sunday will be
celebrated at 12 noon and will be livestreamed from a
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/agatha.kingston.92
and our website. A leaflet has been provided by the Catholic
Bishops Conference of England and Wales: When Mass cannot
be celebrated publicly. Please see our website.

The sacrament of reconciliation will be still be available but
only on request, please contact Father by phone or email first.

The Parish office will not be staffed until further notice. The
best way to contact us is by email. Fr Anthony will be available
in case of an emergency or a pressing enquiry on 020 8546
4633.  For  non-urgent please  email:
kingston@rcaos.org.uk

enquiries

Our website will continue to be updated to help parishioners
with their personal and family worship during this difficult time
- please check on a regular basis.

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS
Some people have asked how they can continue to give their
offerings to the parish. If you are able to, please either make
an electronic transfer or set up a standing order to the Parish
Bank account. (Forms are also available on the parish website).

Our account details are as follows:
Please pay: National Westminster, Kingston Marketplace
For the credit of: St Agatha’s Roman Catholic Church
Bank details: Account number: 10317821

Sort code: 60-60-02
Please ensure you make the reference (that will appear on
our Bank Statement) “your name” followed by “offertory”.

We thank you for you continued generosity .

The gift we can offer others is so simple a thing as
hope. ~ Fr. Daniel Berrigan S.J

PLEASE STAY SAFE AND KEEP WELL!
ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF SOUTHWARK
A Charitable Incorporated Organisation — Registered Incorporated Charity Number 1173050
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, CYCLE A
SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020

Gospel Reading
John 10:7-10 Jesus is the gate for his sheep.

Reflection

This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is
sometimes called Good Shepherd Sunday because in
each of the three lectionary cycles, the Gospel reading
invites us to reflect on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In
each cycle the reading is from the tenth chapter of John's
Gospel. This chapter sets the framework for Jesus'
teaching about himself as the Good Shepherd.

Today's reading falls between the stories of Jesus'
healing of the man born blind and the raising of Lazarus.
Both of these stories were proclaimed in the Gospels
found in this year's season of Lent. Following the
controversy that ensued when Jesus healed the man born
blind, Jesus directs his allegory about the sheep and the
shepherd toward the Jewish religious leaders of his time,
the Pharisees.

Throughout John's Gospel the Pharisees fail to
accept Jesus’ ministry and teaching. They show
themselves to be “robbers and thieves” because they try
to lead the sheep without entering through the gate,
Jesus. Through these metaphors, Jesus is telling his
listeners that those who follow him and his way will find
abundant life. He identifies himself both as the shepherd
and the gate. The shepherds who are faithful to him are
the ones whom the sheep (Jesus' disciples) should follow.

The relationship between the sheep and their
shepherd is based on familiarity. Sheep recognize their
shepherd and will not follow a stranger. At the end of the
day, shepherds lead their sheep from pastures to a
common gated area called a sheepfold. There, one
shepherd protects all of the sheep until the next day
when each shepherd returns to lead his own sheep to
pasture. As shepherds move among the sheep, the sheep
follow only their shepherd.

Today's Gospel also gives us the opportunity to
reflect on Christian leadership. Jesus’ words suggest to us
that those who will lead the Christian community will be
known by their faithfulness to Jesus. The leaders will
recognize that Jesus is the gate for all of the sheep and
that having a good relationship with Jesus is the primary
characteristic of a Christian leader. Jesus' allegory also
suggests that faithful Christian leadership requires a good
relationship with the community: the shepherd knows his
sheep, and they know him. Christian leaders follow the
example of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, by being faithful
to him and by being a good shepherd.

Family Reflection

Even though we have less experience with sheep
and shepherds today in our society, we can still identify
strongly with the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd
and as the gate for the sheep. Psalm 23 remains a
popular and favourite psalm for prayer. In the image of
the Good Shepherd, we know ourselves to be protected
and cared for by a loving God.

As your family gathers, ask what each person knows
about sheep and shepherds. Recall that shepherds and
sheep have a close relationship. Sheep will only follow
their own shepherd; they recognize his voice and will not
follow a stranger. The shepherd’s job is to protect his
sheep. In some ways, the relationship between the
shepherd and his sheep is like that of a parent and child.
Read together this Sunday’'s Gospel, John 10:1-10. Talk
about how Jesus tells us that he is the gate for the sheep.
The sheep enter the protection of the sheepfold through
the gate. In Jesus we find protection and abundant life.
Conclude by thanking Jesus for being our Good Shepherd
and by praying today's psalm, Psalm 23.

Sunday Connection, Loyola Press

- PSALM 23 -

THELORD IS MY SHEPHERD:;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie
down in green pashures:
He leads me beside
the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness
for His name's sake.
Yea, though | walk
ifit through the valley
44 / X, of the shadow of death,
HON il fear o vil:
. for Thou art with me;
Thy rod and Thy staff
they comfort me.
\_ Thou preparest a table
+ before meinthe presence
of mine enemies: Thou
anointest my head with o,
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and
I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.
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